[Pathogenetic mechanisms in autoimmune diseases].
In addition to an earlier review [Z. ges. inn. Med. 35 (1980) 58] newer concepts in the pathogenesis of autoimmune diseases are presented. Acantholysis in pemphigus is caused by proteases released from cells of stratified squamous epithelium stimulated by antibodies to cell membrane antigens. The dermoepidermal cleavage in pemphigoid is presumably due to proteases from granulocytes accumulating at the dermoepidermal junction by antibody-mediated complement activation. Receptor autoantibodies can directly stimulate or block receptor function, increase cell membrane receptor degradation, or activate complement with lysis of receptor-carrying membrane structures. Tissue injury in immune complex diseases is caused by reactive oxygen metabolites and proteases released from stimulated phagocytes.